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REMARKS 

A final Office Action was mailed on February 9. 2005. Claiias I - 22 are pending 
in the preseni application. In the present Response, Applicant amends claims 1 and 12. 
No new maner is added. Suppon for the amendments may be found, for example, in 
AppUcani's specification at page 8. lines 4 - 10. page 9, lines 6 -16. page 10, line 34 - 
page 1 1, line 9, page 1 1, lines 35 - 36. and page 13, lines 13-15. 

REJECTION UNDER 35 U .S.C. § 103 

Claims 1, 2, lO - 13, 21 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over U.S. Patent No. 6,236,996 to B^ai et aL in view of U.S- Patent No. 
6.594,656 to Arlein. Claims 3 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Bapat ei al. in view of Arlein and U.S. Patent No, 6,735,615 to 
Iwayama et al. Claims 4 - 9 and 15 - 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Bapat et al. in view of Arlein and U.S. Patent No. 5,848,415 to Guclc. 
Applicant amends claims 1 and 12 to further clarify the nature of his invention, and 
respectfully traverses these rejections. 

In a Response mailed September 27. 2004 to an Odice Action of June 24. 2004. 
Applicant made the following arguments: 

Accordmg to Applicant's mveniion, a managed object (MO) is provided 
as one or more stored procedures coupled with one or more tables that are 
stored inside a database in the same manner as other information in the 
database. According to this configuration, "the user application 21 can 
access the MOs 30 and 31 only by having ihe interfiaces A through T> for 
accessing the database 24 without using a special protocol since the MOs 
30 and 3 1 are provided in the database 24 (see, e.g., page 13. lines 4 - 8 of 
Applicant's specification). 

Further, "the MOs 30 and 31 are nor provided separately from the 
database 24 as in the conventional method, but are provided inside the 
database 24. This enables the MOs 30 and 31 and the database 24 to share 
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daia. thus reducing an amouni of communication and ^ loial processing 
time" (see. e.g., page 14 line 33 to page 15, Une 2 of Applicant's 
specificaiion). As u result, "by providing the MOs 30 iind 31 inside the 
database 24. the uransaction functions of the MOs 30 and 31 can be 
realized by using the transaction funciion[s] of the database 24 as it is. 
Thereby, no development of a new Transaction ftmction is required, thus 
resulting m reduced costs" (see, e.g.. page 15, lines 7-13 of Applicant's 
specification). 

Bapat discloses a system and method for restricting database access 
relating to managed objects (see. e.g.. abstract of Bapat). A database stores 
information relating to events and user access rights (see. e.g.. column 16, 
lines 40-45 of Bapat). 

The Examiner notes that user requests for information must be submiued 
as SQL queries to a conventional database management system (DBMS) 
280 of Bapat (see, e.g., column 18, lines 25 - 30 of B^pat), suggesting thai 
DBMS 280 may be considered to be equivalent to Applicant's claimed 
managed object (MOy However, unlike Applicani's claimed inveniion, 
Bapat fails lo disclose or suggesi ihai DBMS 280 manaaes the state of an 
external apparatus by means of a control interface provided in DBMS 280. 

The Examiner suggests that access privileges module 284 of Bapat is 
equivalent to Applicant's claimed control interface (see> e,g., cojunw 16, 
lines 44 - 50 of Bapat). As disclosed by Bapat, access privileges module 
284 is used to control user access privileges in regard to database tables 
storing database information. However, unlike AppUcant^s claimed 
inveniion, access privileges module 284 does not provide a means for 
DBMS 280 to manage the state of an external apparatus. 

The Examiner acknowledges that Bapat fails to disclose an MO provided 
in the database, and suggests that this feature would have been obvious m 
light of Arlein. Arlein discloses a database system including a trigger 
gateway that acts to preprocess and/or act upon nigger commands targeted 
for the database (see, e.g., abstract of Arlein). The Examiner notes that 
Arlein discloses that databases that include DBMSs which function to 
manage data stored m tl^e database and to process database commands 
(sec, e.g., column 1, lines 20 - 37 of Arlein). None-ihe-less, as in the case 
of Bapat, and in sharp contrast lo Applicant's clauned invention, Arlem 
does not disclose or suggesi that these DBMSs in addition operate to 
p^anage the Star e of an external apparatus. 

The Examiner finds these arguments to be unpersuastve, again suggestmg that the 
DBMS 280 of Bapat is equivalent to Applicant's claimed MO and that the access 
privileges module 284 of Bapat is equivalent to Applicant's claimed connrol inter&ce. 
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The Examiner asserts ihai users' computers qualify as "exienjal appantius", and that user 
requests for DBMS access represent states of a user computer. From this position, the 
Examiner suggests that the selecnve access control provided by access privileges module 
284 of Bapai is equivalent to Applicant's claimed control interface in the database for a 
MO performing outer control from said database. 

Applicant amends independent claim I to clarify that the MO as clamacd includes 
a table storinp informaiioq ffip the siate o f the external apparatus and a stored proceduire 
defining a method related to the table, and to specify that the MO performs outer contrQl 
of the external apparatus from the database through a control mterface. 

Applicant furttier explains the operation of the invention as claimed with 
reference to portions of the specification. 

For example, further descnbing the table and stored procedures of the MO: 

The MO, which is provided inside the database 24, represents the 
managed apparatus 1 3 in functional unit by modeling the managed 
apparatus 13, and having information and an operation for each functional 
unit. Thereby, die user application 2 1 on the user side can access the MO 
only by operating the database 24. 
(page 8, lines 4 - 10) 

Each of the MOs 30 and 31 includes at least one table for storing 
infonnaiion retained thereby and may mclude a plurality of tables 
depending on the information. In FIG. 5, the MO 30 includes tables 32 
and 33, and the MO 31 includes a table 34. Stored procedures 36, 37, and 
38 are provided in the tables 32, 33, and 34, respectively. For instance, a 
method executed when the table 32 is updated and a method for 
instructing tlic table 32 to perform a batch of operations or a complicated 
operation are defmed as the stored procedure 36. 
(page 9, lines 6 - 16) 

... information on the managed apparams 13 is stored in the table 32 inside 

the MO 30 by the interface G ... 

(Pttgei3,,linesl3-15) 
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For example, further describing ibe control of an exiemal appftraius by the MO 
through the control interface: 

An interfece (for instance, an interface E shown in FIG. 5) fbr notifying 
ihe protocol conversion pan 25 of operation information when control of 
the managed apparatus 13 is requested through an interface (for instance, 
the interface C) with the user application 21 or an operation request made 
by the other MO (for instance, an interface Q. 
(page 10, line 34 - page II . line 4) 

An interface (for instance, an interface F shown in FIG. 5) for returning 
the resuU of an operation request when the operation request is made to 
the protocol conversion pan 25 through, for instance, the interface E. 
(page II, lines 5-9) 

The imerfitces E ana F enable control of the managed apparatus, 
(page 11. Unes35-36) 

Applicant respectfully submits that, in shaip contrast to the invention claimed by 
Applicant's amended independent claim I, Bapal fails to disclose or otherwise suggest 
that the DBMS 280, in addition to storing conventional tables of information (see, e,g., 
column 1 6, lines 40-41 of Bapat), stores a procedure defining a method related tQ ^h 
table as is claimed for Applicant's MO. Moreover. Apphcant submits that B^at fails to 
disclose or otherwise suggest that the access privileges module 284 provides a control 
interface that performs omer connrol of an extern al appaiaiits. Rather, access privileges 
module 284 simply controls access to tables wijhin the DBMS 280- Apphcant submits 
that these elements of Applicant's claimed invention in addition not disclosed or 
suggested by Bapat when combined with Arlem, which is applied by the Examiner for 
leaching only that a management system such as a DBMS may be incorporated within a 
database 
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Accordingly, Applicant respectfully submits thai independent claim 1 is not made 
obvious by the combination of Bapat and Arlein. and is therefore allowable. Applicant 
appUcs the above arguments to fUrthe submit that independent claim 12. which has been 
amended sinularly to amended claim I, is allowable. As claims 2 - 1 1 and 13 - 22 
lespeciively depend from allowable claims I and 12, Applicant funber submits that 
claims 2 - 1 1 and 13 - 22 are allowable for ai least this reason. 

rnNCLUSiON 

An earnest eflbn has been made to be folly responsive to the Examiner's 
objections. In view of the above amendments and remarks, it is believed that claims 1 - 
22, including independent claims 1 and 12 and the claims that depend tberefiom. stand in 
condition for allowance. Passage of this case to allowance is earnestly solicited. 
However, if for any reason the Examiner should consider this application not to be in 
condition for allowance, he is respectfiilly requested to telephone the undersigned 
attorney at the number listed below prior to issuing a further Acuon. 

Any fee due with this paper may be charged on Deposit Account 50-1290. 



Respectfiilly submined. 




Tho5asX«ean 
Reg. No. 44,528 



CUSTOMER NUMBER 026304 

PHONE- (212) 940-8800/FAX; (212)940-8776 
DOCKET No.: FUJI 19,449 (100794-00188) 
TJB:fil 
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